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position to grab: Colorado, New Mexico, Nevada, maybe Georgia. Is there anything 
of interest in this discussion? 
 
Newman: I guess what’s interesting is the underlying question as to whether 
Obama can “turn it on” again and do in the general election what he did in the 
primaries. Because that’s all he’s got to do to win. The general election season is 
going to be very short – just a little over two months. Reaching all the way back to 
what he did in Iowa – can he inspire these younger people to vote? Are they going 
to come out in big numbers? I think that’s a fascinating question. I don’t know the 
answer. I’m sure they’re trying to develop a strategy for it. 
 
Salit: No doubt that’s what they have in mind when they decided to put Obama’s 
acceptance speech at the 70,000 person stadium in Denver. 
 
Newman: To state the obvious, the central thing is the generational issue. I’ve 
begun seeing some bumper stickers that the Dems are putting out which say “Twice 
is Enough.” That obviously references Bush. But it also references the age question 
indirectly. 
 
Salit: Time for something new and younger. 
 
Newman: That’s a really big feature of the campaign. 
 
Salit: Something else that I liked about Schwarzenegger was his commentary on 
flip-flopping. He said he was pro-flip-flop. Part of the story here is that more 
traditional progressives are saying that Obama’s flip-flopping on the issues is going 
to undermine his base. They’re really talking more about themselves than they are 
talking about Obama, it seems to me, meaning that Obama’s changes undermine 
their position. In any event, Schwarzenegger says, ‘I love flip-flopping. Flip-flopping 
is a good thing. You’re allowed to change your mind.’ It was a welcome change 
from the usual. 
 
Newman: The last thing the Democratic Party gets upset about is its left wing being 
upset about flip-flopping. The Democratic Party left has never displayed that it has 
the courage to vote for what it says it stands for anyhow. They’re strategic flip-
floppers, so to speak. 
 
Salit: There was discussion about surrogates today. As you said, Arnold 
Schwarzenegger is a good surrogate for McCain, and also for the changing values 
in American politics. There was some discussion about the “bad” surrogates…Jesse 
Jackson and Phil Gramm. 
 
Newman: I guess Obama’s kids don’t count as surrogates, even though they 
appeared on Entertainment Tonight. 
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Salit: No, I don’t think so. But back to the “bad” surrogates. You get the Jesse 
Jackson story in microcosm in the exchange between George Will and Donna 
Brazile. George Will says: ‘This Jackson thing really works for Obama because it 
shows that his candidacy is closing the parentheses on the Jesse Jackson/Al 
Sharpton school of racial politics. And,’ he says, ‘there’s a million plus votes out 
there from Americans who want to do that, who will vote for Obama on that basis.’ 
Donna Brazile disagrees and says ‘I’m going to speak on behalf of Rev. Jackson, in 
defense of Rev. Jackson. I know Rev. Jackson. I respect him. He deserves that 
respect. Here’s what he was trying to say…if you’re going to hold a community 
accountable for its behavior, if you’re going to hold black men accountable for their 
behavior, that’s fine. But you also have to hold the government accountable for what 
its responsibility is in creating the circumstances that allow people to live decent 
lives.’ A traditional left statement and a good one. 
 
Newman: Obama’s going to get a gigantic black vote, probably the biggest in 
history, for obvious reasons. I like Donna Brazile also. I’m sort of a fan of hers. And 
she’s very sly. She’s sly like a fox. So I think she put out just the right posture for the 
Jackson thing. Ultimately, the message is going to be: We might curse, we might 
have jealousies and rivalries and whatever, but this is the year we know it’s time for 
everybody to come together and vote for Barack Obama. Nobody’s bigger than that. 
That doesn’t mean that nobody’s bigger than Obama. It means nobody is bigger 
than voting for the first black president. And so they will. And it will be a big factor in 
the outcome, not only relative to the size of the black vote itself, but to the size of 
the youth vote, because for this generation below 40 or 45, black means 
progressive. 
 
Salit: And voting for Obama is how you vote progressive. The discussion about Phil 
Gramm’s remarks was next up in the surrogate story. I guess you could say this 
discussion was a “surrogate” for a discussion about what’s happening to the 
American economy. Gramm, a McCain supporter, denies that there’s anything 
“really wrong.” People are just “whining.” McCain repudiates Gramm’s remarks. And 
the chorus goes up: There is something really wrong. Just ask any American who 
has to buy gas or buy food or is holding a mortgage on a home. 
 
Newman: The answer to the question about whether there is something wrong with 
the economy is Yes and No. Yes, Americans are being affected by this cycle and/or 
stage of the economy. Does that mean that the economy is in anything more than a 
stage? No. That’s how the economy works. 
 
Salit: I was thinking about Freddie Mac and Fannie Mae and the role of the SEC 
and the Federal Reserve in all of this. Some people have raised that the problem is 
less about the impact of these particular episodes on the economy as a whole than 
it is about the credibility of certain institutions, like some of the ones I just named, to 
manage the economy through these kinds of crises. 
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Newman: Do the American people have a choice? Are there other institutions that 
they can go to? These are the institutions. 
 
Salit: True enough. 
 
Newman: No one asks people what they think of these institutions when the 
economy is going well. “Oh, I love that Treasury Department.” Did you ever hear 
anyone say those specific words? 
 
Salit: No, I can’t say that I have. Thanks, Fred. 
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