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The new EBlack view

By WILBERT A. TATUM
Publizher Emeritus &
Chairman of the Board

By a unanimous vote of the
Editerial Board of the Amster-
dam News, Michael Bloomberg
has been endorsed as our
choice for mayor of New York
City. Mark Green received no
votes at all. This is the first
time since John Lindsay last
ran as a Republican, more
than 30 years ago, that this
newspaper has seen fit to
endorse a Republican candi-
date for the most important
office in this city. We do not

come to this decision lightly.

It is true that Michael
Bloomberg has spent an awful
lot of money for a job that was
not nearly so important until
Sept. 11. This i1s when America
began to lose its anger, naivete
and racism due to external
forces. This didn’t happen in
New York City politics. New
York City white Democrats
and New York City Jews who
play Democratic liberal poli-
tics locked upon themselves as
above it all — the racists, the
anthrax and the fear — contin-
uing to play the vicious and

petty politics that have denied
Democrats the mayoralty for
much of this last quarter-cen-
tury, in spite of the fact that
Democrats outnuimber Repub-
licans 5-1 in party registra-
tion.

The reason that Giuliani
won and the reason that Mark
Green believes that he can win
is a racist play book that has
been employed successfully for
the past eight years by Giu-
lizni - and that Mark Green
has bought leck, stock and bar-
rel. As one astute politieal

{Continued on Page 12)
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Bloomberg

(Continued from Page 1)

observer in the Black community opined, “the more I
look at Mark Green and his commercials, the more 1
believe that he looks and acts just like a weasel.” We
share that opinion, as well.

We must begin by saying that Michael Bloomberg
is a decent man. Michael Bloomberg is also human.
Michael Bloomberg is also rich. He made the money
himself and he decided to spend it on what he
believed in. The key here is that Bloomberg believes
in something. Certainly, he has made some mistakes
during this campaign. But these were mistakes: of
trying to respond to a duplicitous and ruthless Mark
Green, who became the Democratic nominee for
mayor by stealing the primary election from Fernan-
do Ferrer and then denying that this is what had
been planned and executed by his Jewish mafia from
Borough Park and other heavily populated Jewish
areas in the city, especially where the Orthedox sect
predominates. At the same time, he was lying to
every other group in the city about his knowledge of
the Gestape-tinged racism. Mark’s plan was a vicious
attempt to destroy Al Sharpton because Al, in spite of
Mark’s pleading, said that he knew Mark too well
and could not, in good conscience, support him ever
again for anything.

We are only now beginning to see examples of
Mark Green’s talking out of both sides of his mouth
while delivering different messages to the Black, His-
panic, Jewish and white ethnic communities, He has
swindled us all. This is not the way that Michael
Bloomberg has run his race. Mark Green can not be
trusted to run any city of competing racial and ethnic
interests. ) :

Mark Green and his friends made a mockery of the
Democratic process and fair play by exploiting racism
as no one else has done, in a manner that New York
and America have not seen since the days of the Ku
Klux Klan.

All this desperation took place while the land that
comes first in our minds and hearts is on the verge of
having to defend against a holy war with only one
other nation in the world upon which the United
States can depend - England. This is not nearly
enough for us to survive against a world of Muslims
who refuse to accept, any longer, the favoritism that
we exhibit, diplomatically and finanecially, for the
benefit of Israel.

Michael Bloomberg has the money and he certain-
ly could have afforded to buy the most vicious anti-
Black, anti-Sharpton, anti-Fulani, and anti-Hispanic
ads that this country has ever seen, as well as fright-
en the diminishing number of Jews in this city into
believing that storm troopers in the presence of any
Black or Hispanic politician were sitting on their col-
lective heads and lurking in the shadows of their
homes, apartment buildings and businesses waiting
do them harm.

Mark Green lent himself to the forces of evil that
have developed in the Democratie Party in this city.
Michael Bloomberg stayed above this, as well he
should have. But Mark Green, a frightened littie man
who wanted so desperately to become one of the
Kennedy boys and who wanted to be accepted by the
white Anglo-Saxon Protestant establishment that
runs this country, decided that his best bet would be
to out-racist the racists in the Jewish and white
Anglo-Saxon Protestant and white ethnic communi-
ties. Mark and his followers suecceeded very well.
They frightened white people half fo death in New
York City, but this is the last time that they will ever
be allowed to get away with this kind of atiempt to
fracture whatever possibility might still exist for the
uaity of people in this city. A war on cur shores wiil
net allow it to happen again. If Mark and his minions
continue, America loses.

Michael Bloomberg’s ads have been honest. They
have been simple. They have said something that
Mark Green has never said: that Michael wants to
become mayor not in erder ta achieve a place in the
sun, but to bring some of the skills that he-bas

acquired over 25 years of building a business and
employing thousands of people to bear in a city that
is divided and in deep trouble at home and abroad.

Maybe Michael Bloomberg can deliver us safely
from the Giuliani vears into a time when New York
understands that if it chooses to hecome a part of the
solution for the dilemma of our century, it must elect
people, not parties, that are prepared to take this
quantum leap without regard to race, ethricity or rel-
ative degree of wealth.

Mark Green is the worst person at this hour o be
chosen to lead New York. He is a liar, opportunist and
exploiter of racial tension in order that he might
become the prince of the greatest city in the world.
Unfortunately the Times, Daily News and Post have
reflected his racism and irresponsibility in their
news pages, columns and cartcons. They are the mes-
sengers of hate, along with the white electronic
media in this city that have delivered us to the brink
of personal annihilation of each other at a time when
America can ill afford divisiveness. America cannoct
win a war overseas against Muslims and other dark-
er peoples while New York practices this kind of
racism and exploitation against its own citizens.
Michael Bleomberg has to do business around the
world. Mark Green’s vision does not extend beyond
the Upper West Side, Bayridge, Borough Park and
Staten Island.

Michael Bloomberg, with his experience, caring
and absolute stake in the survival of America, must
be elected mayor. Green is a loser; he always has
been, and always will be, no matter what happens in
this election or at any other time in his life. He is not
personally or emeotionally equipped to run our city.
Michael Bloomberg, with his teughness, wisdom and
ability to go it alone, is and has been equipped to run
our city. Black and Hispanic communities of this city
would do well to vote for Michael Bloomberg for
mayor, for it is clear that most of cur needs will go
unaddresged in a Green administration,

Follow the lead of the Amsterdam News and vote
for Michael Bloomberg.
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Black NYC talk
hosts contribute
to Bloomberg

mayoral victory

Strong community ties launch
series- of radio-listener forums
throughout boroughs

By Mona Lipschitz

TALKERS MAGAZINE
News Editor

New York - Black talk radio and independent
politics converged in the recent New York City
municipal elections leading to new voting
precedents, new coalitions and a new mayor as
well.

Mike Bloomberg's margin of victory came
from votes cast by independent voters along with
the unprecedented 25% of African Americans
who, urged on by a collection of black talk jocks,
broke with long-standing political tradition to
support the Independent/Republican Bloomberg.

The intersect of black talk and independent
politics also produced a new independent
coalition of black leaders who have begun hosting
large public forums to take stock of the weeks
long confrontation that occurred over the
airwaves of their talk radio shows, in the pages of
the black press and finally at the voting booth on
election day.

New York's WKRS FM (“Kiss Radio”) radio
together with long time independent Lenora
Fulani and the Independence Party of (cont.)

February 2002

TALK RADIO’S IMPACT ON THE NEW YORK MAYORAL RACE. Black
talk show hosts, along with journalists, business people and other
members of New York’s black community gathered to take part in a panel
discussion of the urban talk media’s effect on the election of Michael
Bloomberg as mayor of New York City in November. In the top photo,
from I-r are: Dr. Lenora Fulani, Independence Party of New York; Bob
Slade and Bob Pickett, WRKS-FM, New York; journalist Peter Noel; Gary
James, WPAT, Patterson, New Jersey; Mark Riley, WLIB/WBLS, New
York and physician Dr. Jessie Fields. The bottom photo is a shot of the
300-plus people who turned out at the National Black Theatre in Harlem
to hear the first in a series of such discussion organized by Dr. Fulani.
The evening’s talk centered around Bloomberg’s narrow margin of
victory coming from independents and minorities - specifically, black
voters who broke from the traditional Democrat Party ranks and cast
ballots for the Independent/Republican Bloomberg and what those
voters expect to get for their votes. A second such forum took place at
press time at Medgar Evers College in Brooklyn on February 4, 2002
drawing an even larger crowd. More forums are planned for each of New
York City’s boroughs.
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continued from page 5

New York (on whose line Bloomberg received
the 59,000 vote margin of victory), are co-hosting
forums designed to further develop the civic life of
the African American community.

Titled "What did Black New Yorkers Win in the
2001 Mayoral Race?" the first forum was held on
December 18th, 2001 at the National Black Theatre
in Harlem. The forum brought together key radio
personalities with independent political and business
leaders for a panel presentation followed by an
extended Q & A session with some of the 300
audience members who filled the historic venue to
capacity.

Moderated by Lenora Fulani the forum featured:
the Peabody award winning journalist and co-host of
WKRS-FM’s Open Line and Week-in-Review Bob
Slade; director of National Black Theatre Barbara
Ann Teer; WLIB/WBLS talk show host and
television commentator Mark Riley; journalist Peter
Noel; Harlem physician Dr. Jessie Fields; WKRS-FM
hosts Bob Pickett and James Mtume, WPAT's News
and Views co-host Gary James and Businessman Bob
Law.

Independent activists in New York, including the
two-time presidential candidate Fulani, created the
Independence Party in 1994 and quickly built it into a
force for genuine political reform in the Empire State.
With 200,000 registrants it is the largest state-based

independent party in the country and the third largest
political party in New York State.

When the Democratic Party primary devolved
into a racialistic battleground -- black talk radio hosts
stepped in and confronted what they termed the
party's “politics of divisiveness” giving listeners the
latitude to explore all the voting options and the
moral authority to exercise them.

Fulani, the first black leader to endorse the
Bloomberg candidacy, was later joined by the
Amsterdam News, WBLS-FM, hosts on WKRS-FM,
the Daily Challenge and Black business and
entertainment figures who threw their support behind
Bloomberg.

While the TALKERS magazine’s Radio Research
Project has shown that 57% of talk radio listeners
identify as independents -- few could have predicted
they would converge in the Big Apple's mayors race
and become such a decisive and creative force in the
rebuilding of the city's body politic.

The next forum was held at press time on the
campus of Medgar Evers College in Brooklyn on
February 5". Initial reports indicate it drew an even
larger crowd than the first gathering. Forums are
planned for each of the city’s boroughs.

For more information contact Sarah Lyons at
212-962-1824 or via email at: slyons@cuip.org.
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Subemitted by Dr. fessie Fields

1 am a primary care physician
in Harlem. AndIam a political
independent. I am ruening for
Manhaitan Borough President
because there is a health care
crisis in our commmunities that
our current efected officials
have failed 1o address. Their
partisan political machine gave
ap fighting for our health needs
a long time ago.

Two-hundrad and fifiy thou-
sand people in Manhattan-in-
cluding children-do not have
medical coverage. Every day
thousands go to emergency
rooms for acute medical prab-
ems that could have been
aveided had they had access 1o
primary care services. The es-
timate is currently that two
thirds of emergency room vis-
its are for what should be pri-
mary care treatment.

The lack of pnmary care is
particulatly acute in Black and
Latino communities, who have
higher rates of cardiovascular
disease. diabetes and hyperten-
sion and the worst access to
medical care at all evels.

What is the cause of the policy
failure? Political mismanage-
ment by local Government and
health care mismenagement by
the insurance industry.
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The Democrats promised to
deliver guality health care for
all, but broke that promise. The
Demacratic Party has become
the politicat equivalent of your
managed care company. It
makes all of your decisions for
you. It refuses to take your ac
tual problems, needs and desires
into account.

Tt wen't let you go “out of net-
work”™ without permission.
But to selve cur health care cri-
sis. we must go “out of net-
work”” - we must become inde-
pendent and reform our elec-
ora) process t invelve ordinary
citizens in the policymaking
process.

3 Fradition of Fran

X

Uwill campaign for nonparti-
san municipal elections, non-
pariisan judgeship races and

same day voter registration that

can spuar new coalitions and a
new politic for all New York-
ers. That’s my prescription for
this crists. Panrisanship is sim-
ply bad for our health.
PICTURED, (1.-R) -
Harlem physician Dr. Jessie
Fields, who is running for
Manhattan Borough Presi-
dent, brought mayeral candi-
date Michael Bloomberg to
North General Hospital
tomeet members of the
Harlem heaith care commu-
nity. Joining with Dr. Fields

and Mike Biocomberg are city
council candidates Michele
McCleary (3® CB) and Allen
Cov (9" CP). All four will ap-
pear on the Independence
Party line.
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August 22, 2001

Campaign trail

Kwongz Hui, a
Council candidate, and Dr. Jesse Fields, at yight, a
Borough President candidate, both running on the
Independence line, held a joint fundraiser at Tribeca
Blues; at left is Carrie Sackelt, who ran for Assembly.



et Party Politics Out of City Hall

By Michael Bloomberg

HERE IS NO Republican or Democratic

way to run our nation's cities. That's why

most major cities such as Chicago, Los Ange-
les. Seattle and Boston elect their mayors without
regard to political party labels. Yet, New York
City, with more than 8 million residenis and 2 mu-
nicipal budget close to $40 billion, still relies on
parties and clubhouses to guide our munigipal
elections. It's time to take the political parties out
of musicipal elections and let citizens directly de-
termine who governs cur city.

This year marks the confluence of two major
events in our eity’s political life: optional public fi-
aancing of campaigns and mandatery term limits,
Both were designed to allow more citizens to par-
ticipate in our political process, But the fanda-
mental structure of partisan politics undermines
citizen involvement by limiting who can run for
public office. Despite all the popular rhetoric
about reform, old-fashioned political bosses, not
the people. still deminate political life in New
York City.

Where one political party prevails, the primary
election iz the crucial fime for democeracy. This
year, for example, when the Democrats with more
then 2.4 million registered voters in New York

Michael Bloomberg,
founder, chairmen and
CEO of Bloomberg Finan-
cial Markets, is @ Republi-
can cendidate for mayer of
New York City,

Gity, hold their hotlr contestad mayoral primary,
it’s likely that less than 20 percent of those eligi-
ble will actually vote. And, should there be & run-
off, even fewer will prebably turn out. Hardly
broad-based democracy.

Most candidates are generaily compelled torely
on political clubs and party leaders to circulate pe-
titiens among voters registered in their parfy. Ae-
cording to our current election law, enly notary
publics, commissioners of deeds and registered
members of the candidate’s political party can
gather signatures for a candidate. Furthermore,

mbmmmﬂclqgﬂm&onmgﬁ.
ronment, when people are re-
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luctant to talk to strangers,
POER

screen their telephone calls
and limi aceess to apart-
ment buildings, it has bs
come more difficult {p gather
enough valid signatures, lead-
ing tv excessive reliance nn
paid petitioners and political
organizations, In 2 world of
monpartisan polities, anyone could circuwiaie a0Y
candidate’s petition to any voter., Thus, if a mean-
ingful number of peaple find a candidare artrae-
tive, everyone gets an opportunity to vote for that
candidate, regardless of political affiliation.

It's time for real reform in New York City. We
need to empower the voters. This will not threat-
en the underlying strength of any party, but it
will help attract a broader array of candidates,
simplify the entire election process and save tax-
payers money as well.

The entire system of primary elections in New
York City is a mystery to most voters. The desig-
nation of the primary and runcff elections de-
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pends on the start of the school vear, the dates of
religious observance and legal holidays. It is no
wonder that so few people vote in cur primnary
elections; the average citizen does not even kaow
when they are held. In 2 nonpartisan municipal
election system, there could be a primary election
in October. If no candidate receives a majority
vote, then a runcff hebween the top two finishers
would be held on the traditional Election Day, one
month later, allowing ample time for candidates
to make their case fo the voters.

At the same time, we should modernize our voi-
ing system to get rid of the old, antiquated and un-
reliable voting machines that routinely break
down when voters appear at the pells. A simple
touch-sereen computer — listing all candidates
for local office by name without party labels —
would reduce waiting time at the voting booth,
permit 24-hour voting, before and after every-
body’s workday,

In New Yeork City politics, too many recistered
vaters don’t vote, perhaps in part because they
recognize that the current system of partisan elec-
tions limits their choice of candidates {generally
to professional politicians who must eater to
party leaders and clubhouse polities). As 2 result,
voters are turned off to the pelitical system. By
opening cur sleetoral system to all candidates, we
can create a new climate for politics in this city,
ene that encourages political minorities and
broader political debate.

New York City voters deserve z political system
that is more accessible and ultimately oroduces
more accountable and respensive elected officials.
It has been said that war is too important to leave
solely to the generals. [ would say that democracy
is toc important to be left to the politicians. Let
the people in.
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By Lenara B, Fulani

The Black comurainity has a sofid and excit-
ing oprion in the magoeral race this yéar, Hes
Mike Bloomberg and he's running for mayor
on the Independence Parry deket, Pmeenthu-
stagtically endorsing his candidacy. Aad I'm
hicring, the srreews o campaign for himn among
Black voters chis week.

Mike Bloomberg is the kind of candidate
the Blaclk communiy likes to voste for. Hi has
Biheral vahues and a penuine concern abaut edu-
cation, public health and social justice. But
more chan that, he's independent. Thar's
why the [ndependence Pacty endorsed hira.
And thar's why I think he's far and away the
best mayneal candidace For Black Mew Yo
ers. .

Afiican Aretieans bave been loyal Dermasc-
vats for a bong, time. Some - myselfamong them
- think its been t00 lang. The Democratic
raachine counts on our vees 1 siay in power,
but we've lirdle to show for fr. Qur schrols are
falling. Our kids aren’t learning, And our
political leverage has all but dried up.

The Dremocratic mayoral candidares may
be courting s now with ponauncements shout
racial profiling and Bluek-Larine unity, hut
the Demacratic nominee will sutely turn
his back on us as seon as he needs to. Thats
what it means to be taken for granted polit-
ically. And thads our current sicuation.

Mike Blosmberg is not 4 machine polici-
cian, Though 4 longtime repiscered Demac-
s, he bypussed dhe Democnitic Party for this
election beaase he knew that only 2 dubhouse
politician could caprure the Deawscratic
nominacion, He decided ro vun as a Repuls
lican, not because he is a conservacive, buz
becanse hie is a sadical. He was radicd enougl
w say party labels den't matter. The ol
issug is what you stand for, And he stands for
many things that the Biack conmmnity ceeds
ane wants.

By

Dr. Lenora
Fulani

independence is the right
ey ik the way of the e,
He knows there are 750,000
registered independents i
MNew Yok City. And he cold
the Independence Party in
no uncertain cerms thae he
wanes the 3
partof
The

cottmunity

fsis conlidom,
cicl Loward politi-
pendence among

o be

ol tades
Blacks is m:xchmg riew levels
Last week | wa an invired
guestar e d by

ple grab this opportunity wo vote foc an inde-
pendent, che entire Mew York polisical estab-
lishment will wale up and cake natice.
Consider this, I we produce a scong
Black independent vore this year, Al Sharp-
ton will seriously weigh a 2004 presidenial
run as an independent. Every Black elecced
official in this town (all Democrats now)
wilt be forced o - and able to - shifi
away fron the paety line woward the com-
rounity’s line, Foc examgle, poll after pol) shows
the Black cocamunity suppotts school choica,
e fora of charter schools and vouchers,
Bur our Black elecred officials wea' fight for

them because they must dance o the rme of

the Democratic leadership, 10 we go inde-
pendens, all the chorengraphy changes.
Them are Jors of folks in this twwn who dont
want us to go independent for Bloamberg.
Some of them are typical white likerals like
Gail Collins of the Nese Yark Tiries who
has questioned whether anyane will be wili-
ing o vore for Mike Blaomberg on the Inde-

pendence Pacey fine because U'm a leader of

I

the paczy. The nnyﬂnr*" she has in mind
includes Black people, whorn Gail - and all
wlire liberals of dhac ills « dhivk are 100 su-
oid o make up eis owen mind, We'te not.

the Joint Ceneer far Polideal
and Ecenomic Stucies where a report was
released showing rhat 42.6% of Afiican
Americans between 18 and 25 now cunsid-
er themselves palitizally independen, My aim
Is 1o veach those young prople, as well as the
many disilusioned older p: *t”[)]c“ with the mes-
sape “hat the Bloorberg candidacy offers us
the epparminity w tim things atound for aur
COMIBUNITY.

[ve inet Mike Dloomberz, [ {ulfowed die
pracess by which he pursued and received dhe
nomingtian of my parry, the Indepeindence
Parey. | naeel chae his Hest public sppearance
as 2 canddidate was (n Haclen,

And 1 watched him sand alongside dezens
ol Independence Party candidares - many of
them Black andd Ladino - and suppart oar el
for nonpartisan municipal clzstions, aeriti-
el veform desipned o bizak inachine concral
of polidies,

Mike Blocinberg i 4 good man,
ing rman. Flecares sboutp
Pm for hirn 160%. 1 11
ran inake all dhe ik

s v aar-

us
Leanora Fudand s the chair of the Commmitier
Sor & Unified Didependent Pariy, the coritry

lendine think tank for independent sulities.
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Opinion

A response from the invisible woman

By BRt. LENORA FULANI

“We wish that peoplé on Lhe
cusp of leddership would he
brighl enough to reject the over-
tures of a man carrying a sack of
money ...”

That’s from an arkicle by
Wilbart Tatum in last week’s
Amsterdam News. The “man” iz
slike Bloomberg, the Tndepon-
dence  Party’s  candidate for
mayor, whom Bill spares nothing
in atlacking. Who are “the -
ple on the cusp of leadership” in
nur cammunity who are linkad (o
Bloomberg? Well, for one, [ am.,
I've endorsed Milee. Hu's running
en the line of wmy party - the
Independence Party,

Just o few months age, Bill
Tatumy ~ whom I congsider a
friend — palled me “lhe genius
bahind the Independence Papty,”
Now 1 have hocomp stupid, a
sucker, rob "bright enough” to
lend off the overtures of & bilijon-
wre who wunts to be mayor.
What bappened?

Here's a few things that have
happened, I've been out in the
streets — in Harlem, Bed-Stuy,
#nd Co-op City. U've bean going to
chureh at Rev. Spurgesn Cray-
ton's Mt, Ollie Baptist Chureh,
ey, Floyd Flake's Allen A.M.E.
Church, and Rev. Calvin Butts’
Ahyssinian Baptist Church, Pve
been talking to Black folks all
over the city. And here’s what.
they say to me: They think the
Democratic  candidates  for
mayor are a colorless and sorey
burteh. A fow say they're going to
vote for Marlk Green, hut maost
cauldn't care less. Sure, they're
glad Giulinni’s going, but they
don't see much hope in what's
coming. They're already think-
g about not voting,

When T talk to them about
Mike Bloomberg, some say, "Oh,
but where is he on ‘our” issues?? [

tell them “jssues” arenm’t the
issue. The point of elections is
not having the right positions,
something any politician can
lIearn in “palitician school” in a
week and a half. The point of
eloetions is  political  power
Under Democratic control, eur
power has remained ingignifi-
cant. The Demoerals think they
can count on our votes no matter
whiak, I you foliow me and go for
Bloomberg, hetieve me, the
establisbment will jump up nnd
take notice. “You'r right, Dr.
Fulani,” they tell me. “We're
being taken for granted.”

I've been in the Black commu-
nities of New York for 20 vears.
I've been an independent —
building independent politics
during all that time. I 1994, |
became o part of the group of
people who started the Indepen-
demce Party. Now it’s the third-
largest party in the state, with
200,000 registrants.  Mike
Bloumberg needs it 1o win, With
it — and T was one of the people
who mnde sure be gal it - he ean
win.

That has the Black establish-
ment worried. They've heard
that T'm in the strosts talking to
thousands of punple, Mnybe
they've even seen the newest
polls that show that 40 percent,
of  young African-American
adults are independents not
Democrats. They know that
Mark Green, Fernando Ferrer,
Peter Vallone, and Alan Hevesi
are aboub as appealing to the
Black community as reruns of
the "Mary Tyler Moore Show” - a
bunch of guys, one of whom ig
“going ta malke it afier all” They
see thal Mike Blogmberg — with
enough resources to get his mes-
s0fE ot to every compun Ly,
ineluding the Black COTMUTLY
— 8 running on the Indepen-

dence Purty line. They're afraid
of the political combustion that
could rusult.

Thus, Bill Tatum, who so
ardently praised meo in Novem-
ber, now says Pm a sellont, He
doesn't use my nams, in part
because he vespects me and
wants to protect me - and in part
because he doesn’t want Mike
Bloemberg Lo reap the benefits of
heing linked o me. Tunderstand
that he is coneeraned with both,
Bul in leaving me oub - by name
- he s aetuadily protecting the
Blaek politicul establishment
swhich s dead se1 on ECINE me,
and the Bluck independent
movernent, destroved,

Of course, i’s hard for them to
attack me outright. After all, T
am a popular fgure in the Black
community. Aftacking me eould
be costly to them. But when
white politicians, media and
interest groups malign e, the
Blick establishmenl stands hy
silently. Whether it’s the New
York Post, the ADL, or Alan
Hevesi — who recently ealled me
“the worst in politics in this city”
= the Black establishment S0y
nothing on my behalf Cong.
Charles Rangs! sven wrote me a
latter after Hevesal's last atinel,
telling me that he wouldn’t
defend me because Pm aot a
Democrat,

The Black politica) establish-
ment does  not stand up and
denouoee the racial profiling
implicit in the attacks on me, 1
understand thet they disagree
with me’ politically, And they
have every rigit to do se. But
thitt's not the peinl. I stood up to
defend Min. Louis Furrakhan,
with whom I have wmany signifi-
cant disagreements, when he
was under attack, I've marched
with Rev. Al Sharpton, who ulti-
mately chose a political road

that T reject, when victually no
other leader in our community
would wall alengside hirn.

The Black establishment,
which has found ways to absorh
Farrakhan and Sharpton, never,
ever slands up for me, They pre-
fer to let the Post, the ADL, and
their ilk harumer away at me in
the hopes that | will be
destroyed, and with me the con-
tinued rise of the Black indepan
dent. They hope the palitical uni-
verse will coutinue 1o consist of
their prime voters - a tiny frac-
tien of the Black community.

It shonid not go onnsticed
that Mike Bloomberg took a dife
ferent road. Whan Alan Hevesi
extiorted him to turn away from
the Independence Party and me,
he vefused. Ha staod up tn the
Post, the ADL and the entire
political establishiment. That
makes him a genuine indepen-
dent in my book.

With all due respect to Bill
Tatum, who is among the few
promineot Black figures to have
spoken out an wy behalf, ¥ will
not protect the Black political
establishment hecause protect-
ing them means hurting our pey
ple. L will nol do that, Ever,

If you wunt to debate Mike
Bloomberg's candidacy in the
Black community, you need to
call out my name. Don’t make
me invigible, Bill, If you do that,
yourun the risk of being seen as
a shill for the political establish-
ment, You know I'm not a sell-
out. I'm who and whers Tve
always been, in the streets with
out paople. Thers’s 4 new voiee, a
new movement out here. Anel il
seriously looking for a chrnge.

D Lenora Fulant is Ameri.
cu's best-krown Bluck indepen-
dent. 8he can be reached ut (800)
288-3201 or 2712 803-1860 or i
fulanicolumn@enip.org.
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ur votes gave
Mike win: Fulani

By JOEL SIBZEL
DALY NEWS SENIOR POLITICAL CORRESPONDENT

Meet one of the city's new
Kingmakers: Lenora Fulani,

e cantroversial  Marxist
and  perenninl | candidale
crowed yesterduy that the Inde-
pendence Party — over which
shewields significant influsiue
-~ put Michazal Bloombers over
the tap it the mayornl race,

"I'm actually sestatic, Tues-
day was @ real breakthrough
for the Imdependence Party,
nnd also for the independent
movement,” Fulani said,

“I think it makes me more of
a [political} player. ... T am
proud of what I have done. |
am proud of what the people |
have worked with have done.”

Bloomberg won 59,885 votes
on the Independence line Tues-
day while beating Mack Green
by 41, 770-vote murgin.

The lour Democratic mayor-
al candidates refused to seek
the party's endarsement be-
cause of the bwvolvement of
fulani, who has heen accused
of espousing  anti-Semitic
views,

Hillary Clinton balked at
seelting the pariy’s backing in
the 2000 Sensie race {or the
same reason

Bloomberg took the Inde
pendence lloe withunt epotogy,
sy bulsnis was just gne
voice in the pady. He newded
the party’s backing 1o attract
some Democrats who would
never pull the Republican lever
{or him

But the move caused him em-
barrassment when Pulani wus
quoted as seying that the U.S,
was vulnerable to terrorism
like the Sept, 11 aftack on the
World Trade Center because of
"the combination of our govern-
ment's aggression and arro-
gance "

Bloombery said that if the
party’s leadership did not “re-
nounce Ms, Fulani and her an-
ti-American views ... 1 wil
urge people nat to vote for any
candidate on that line, myself
included,”

The party did not publicly re-
pudiate  her views, and
Blonmberg never urged voters
to bogeot! the Independence
line. A Bloomberg aide said the
rmogul did not act because the
party's state chairman indicat-
ed he did not share Fulani's
views.

The party's value to
Bloomberg mirrored the Liber-
al Party's help fo Rudy Giuliani
inthe 1893 mayoral race. Votes
on the Libgral line gave
Giulinni his margin of victory
over David Dinkans, [n return,
the party received patronage.
The party's most influential fig-
ure, Ray Harding, also enjoyed
aceess 1o the raynoe.

But Bloomberg operatives
did not sound yesterday like
they feel o similar debt o fu-
lani.

Told aboul Fulani’s com-
ments, Bloomberg spokesman
Ed Skyler said, “Really? A
Bloomberg aide said sarcasti-
cally, "I guess it wasn’t Mayor
Giuliani's endorsement after
all"

Tulani said she was nol inter-
ested in patronage.

“We «re trying 1o make poli-
tics nonpartigan, ... Wi want
something bigger than jobs in-
side a Bloomberg administra-
tion," she said, "Something big-
ger is at stake, which is the rise
of a new political force in the
ity

Fulanj again dismissed the ac-
cusations of anti-Semitism, say-
ing Democrats “helped to cre-
ate that myth" to discredit her.

St N NABO DALY NEWS
TRIUMBHART Marxlst Lenora Rulani of the Independence Party insists she is “more of a
player” in local politics now that her party has helped Michael Bloomberg get elected mayor.
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L2i's kcep moving Indepenic

By 1.ENORA FULANI

For the last few weeks, Tve
been talking with Black business
leaders, clergy, media personali-
ties and ~=lers abeut the mayoral
eleciion. All are intrigued about
the prospect of having Mike
Bloomberg in City Hall, particu-
lzriy in light of the fact that he
polled 25 percent of the Black
vote, & record-hresking rebuke of
the Demoeratic Party. When |
relate the final numbers to them
— that Mike won by enly 35,000
votes while 58,000 New Yorkers
voted for bim on the Indepen-
dence Parly line — they are also
intrigued about the new promi-
nence of the Independent voter,

Many have asked me whether
'm on Bloomberg's fransition
team. When I say Pm not, sonme
people get pissed off. I tell them
T'm not on the transition team —
I'm on the transformation team,
mezning Fm out in the Black
community building on our victo-
ry so that we can continue to
transform politics and enlarge the
power of African-Americans,

How do we do that? First, we
have to take a close look at what
did happen thisyear. The Demce-
ralic Party, with a 5-to-1 voter
registration advantage and the
endorsement of every major New
JYork City union and The New
York Times. lost the elechion.
Mueh has heen made of
Bloombergs spending — $62 mil-
lon -t account for Mark Green's
Inee Kk ahsont the hasiz for 2

seismic shift, money alone sould

not have overcome the Demoe-

rats’ overwhelming institutional

~advantage. Much of Bloomberg’s

spending at the end of the cam-
paign was simply advertising the

‘Democrats’ political and racial

hypocrisy, & message that rang
frue with many vebers — Black,
Latino and white.

Normally, the Democrats get
away with their deeply ingrained
“racialism.” This time, thev got
caught in the act by a guy whe
was independent enough to be
willing (and rich enough to be
able) to expose them. At the same
time, Bloomberg carried the so-
called Giuliani Democrat and 80
pereent of Independents. This is
significant because the
Bloomberg cozlition evolved inte
ene consisting of Blacks, Latines

and Independent whites (as

oppnsed to liberal whites, the
partnership  we're normally
included in),

This paradigm shift - the col-
lapse of the liberal (Demoeratic
Party) coalition and the rise of an
independent (not the Democratic
Party) eoalition — has important
implications for the African-
American community, It under-
scores that there is a way out of
our Democratic Party bind. Since
the Green debacle, the Democrat-
ic Party has been scurrying to
racover its balance.

After state Party Chair Judith
Hope called for either Andrew

Ciisamnin oe Carl WMOsil o howe el

The new Black view

AT )

RSt 1 svue

of the Democratic gubernatorial
primary — a move that prompied
her resignation — the party
installed Denny Farrell to run the
show. Insiders say that Farrell is
Jjust a helding actien, designed to
placate Black and Hispanic party
leaders, deprive the Roberto
Ramirez/Al Sharpton cligue of an
epportunity to inflict more dam-
age on the party and wait until
semeone more capable comes
- along. Farrell is famous for play-
‘ing the role of the placeholder in
- Black #nd Latine politics. When
‘the upstart Black Brooklvn
machine planned to run then-
Desaoerat Herman Badillo as the
dump-Koch candidate in 1985,
Farrell jumped into the race to
biock the Broaklyn coalition and
“hald” the spot for a David Dink-
ins candidacy four years later.

The selection of Farrell as
party chair makes it look as if it
were easier to find qualified lead-
ership for the transitional govern-
ment inAfghanistan than for the
transitional Democratic Party in
New York. As many have
ebserved, however, even with
Farrell in place, the racialist rub-
ber is likely to hit the road again
in Cuamo vs. MeCall.

Hope's resignation notwith-
standing, there is talk of Cuomo
drepping out, leaving McCall to
get creamed by Gov. Georp. Pata-
ki, who iz aliead in 1Le polis and
has the potential to create a
Bloomberg-style coalition on a

applauvse for deferring w au
African-American, while waiting
[or @ brightsr day for the Demoe-
rats and himself Meanwhile,
there is a gigantic push underway
in influential Black circles o get
behind MeCall on the grounds
that he will be best for the Black
community because he is Black,
becaise he has enlarged the num-
ber of Black-owned finandial man-
agement businesses with state
contracts and because hes a
Demnccerat. Since the mayoral elec-
tion, this lagt argument seems to
have considerably less traction.
Which brings us to the question of
what s in the best interest of the
Black commumity and how do we
build off of ¢ur gains in the last
election? In myy opinion, the fun-
damental issue we must concern
ourselves with iz our political
independence. That is cur source
of power — nut Black faces in high
places or polieles that aid some

commnunity but leave the majority
of nonelite Blacks tied to the
Democratic Party’s welfare state
in one form or ancther.

How de we cultivate cur inde-
pendence? We reserve judgment.
We don’t mistake veoting Demoe-
rat for automatically voting in our
interests. We pay attention to
which candidates reach out, how
they reach out and what kind of
statement they’re making ahout
their own independencs of parii-
san political machines. T other
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